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Press Release -  Cannon River Flood Update 
September 25, 2016, 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

The Northfield Police Department would like to share the following flood related updates:  
- Mostly good news regarding the river levels.  In Northfield, the 2nd St. gauge reads 899.91’ and the stick 

gauge at the Fire Station reads 4’10”.  We can officially say we have crested, and the water level is 
down approximately One Foot in the last 24 hours. 

- Straight River readings continue to fall.  West Cannon River levels are still rising, but very slowly.  River 
levels in Northfield should continue to drop, but will do so at much slower rates than they originally rose.  

- Protections and restrictions to riverside areas will continue.  Police and Streets Dept. staff will continue 
to monitor affected areas along the river, and they will adjust/move restrictions as applicable. 
 

Reminders:  
- The Downtown Walk Bridge and Bicycle Bridge over the Cannon are closed to all traffic. 
- The 4th St. Bridge is closed to vehicle traffic, but is open for foot traffic. 
- Sechler and South Babcock Parks are closed. 
- Regardless of any additional rain received, river levels will remain very high well into, or through next 

week. 
 
Downtown Businesses along the Cannon River and Carleton College continue their efforts to protect their 
property, buildings, and contents.   Businesses and homes are now concentrating on pumping out water that is 
seeping into lower levels of buildings.   
 
Northfield Shares continues to coordinate volunteers to help businesses or residents requiring assistance with 
sandbagging or other measures.  Anyone interested in volunteering or needing assistance sandbagging should 
contact Northfield Shares at 507-403-9755 or at http://northfieldshares.org/ 
 
City personnel will continue to monitor weather watches/warnings and river levels, and will disseminate more 
information as it becomes necessary.  Check the City of Northfield website, KYMN Radio, the Northfield News, 
and local or national weather services for updates.  Resources and updates can be found on the Northfield 
website home page under  “Emergency Preparedness Resources,” at the following link;  
http://www.ci.northfield.mn.us/index.aspx?NID=985 
 

- Northfield Police remind citizens to stay away from, and out of the Cannon River or any of the 
flooded areas along the river.  The water is very dirty, extremely fast moving, and the 
underwater terrain is unpredictable. 

- Do not enter streets, parks, or sidewalk areas that have been blocked, taped, labeled as closed, 
or are underwater. 

- Do not stand or walk on sandbags or berms built along river areas.   
- Please stay off Private Property along the river. 

 
If you observe flooding related issues, please call Dispatch at 507-645-4475 and ask to speak with an 
On-Duty Officer.  For other general questions, please call Chief Monte Nelson at 507-663-9301. 
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