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Press Release - Heavy Rain Forecast and Expected Rise in River Levels  
September 20, 2016, 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

The National Weather Service has issued predictions of heavy rainfall and potential flash flooding over our 
area of the state for the next three days.  Heavy rains are expected tonight, Tuesday the 20th, followed by more 
heavy rain on Wednesday the 21st.  Rainfall totals over the next three days could be 4+” in some areas. 
 

     
 
Flash flooding is a concern due to the current saturated soil conditions and high river levels.  Hydrologists have 
predicted the Cannon River in Northfield could easily reach 898’ or higher depending on rainfall amounts and 
locations.  Last month, the highest river level reached in Northfield was just over 897’. 
 
Businesses and Residents in flood prone areas are urged to evaluate their flood preparedness and monitor 
weather information and river levels.  Please check personal devices and subscriptions used to receive 
weather alerts to ensure you have the ability to monitor such alerts.  The Northfield Police and Rice-Steele 
County Consolidated Dispatch urge all residents and businesses to register for Emergency Alerts via the 
Everbridge system.  Everbridge Registration and Information can be found on the City of Northfield website at 
the following link:  http://www.ci.northfield.mn.us/index.aspx?NID=529      
 
If your home or business is in a flood prone area, please make sure you have the materials, resources, and/or 
contacts necessary to enact protective measures if needed.  We have posted numerous resources, guidelines, 
and contact information on the Northfield website home page under  “Emergency Preparedness Resources,” at 
the following link;  http://www.ci.northfield.mn.us/index.aspx?NID=985  
 
City personnel will continue to monitor weather watches/warnings and river levels, and will disseminate more 
information as it becomes necessary.  Check the City of Northfield website, KYMN Radio, the Northfield News, 
and local or national weather services for updates.      
 
If you observe flooding related issues, please call Dispatch at 507-645-4475 and ask to speak with an On-Duty 
Officer.  For other general questions, please call Chief Monte Nelson at 507-663-9301. 
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