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The Guild announces departure of Executive Director and search for 
new leader 

After a little over two and a half years, the Executive Director of the Northfield Arts Guild, 
Alyssa Herzog Melby, will be stepping down from her leadership position at the 
organization. She has accepted the position of Assistant Director for Academic Civic 
Engagement at St. Olaf College.  
 
In a letter to the community posted on the Guild’s website on August 29, Melby wrote 
that she “felt so proud and privileged to have heard the community’s stories and to have 
been a part of creating new creative memories for our community.” Ultimately, though, she 
was leaving the organization “to spend more time with my family and to engage more 
deeply in direct program management.” 
 
“Alyssa has been a vital force in moving the guild to a positive place both creatively and 
financially,” says Virginia Lorang, Board President. “Her dedicated leadership along with her 
magnetic personality has helped to build bridges among the various players at the Arts 
Guild and within the Northfield community.  We are going to miss her endless energy and 
enthusiasm, but wish her all the best as she moves ahead.” 
 
While Melby’s last day is September 27, she will continue on as a contractor through the 
hiring and training process of the new Executive Director. A job posting has already been 
created and distributed (see attached). The Guild’s Board of Directors hopes to fill the 
position this fall and at this time will not be designating an interim Executive Director.  
 
“The Guild is at one of the strongest points in its history, thanks in large part to the 
increased community support that has resulted from Alyssa and her team’s leadership and 
positive attitude, as well as a very engaged Board” says Lorang. “I am confident that we will 
find a new leader to continue to grow and develop the Guild’s program and community 
impact and bring it to a higher level.” 
 
Members and supporters of the Arts Guild are invited to the Annual Members’ Meeting on 
Thursday, September 21 from 6-7 pm at the Northfield Arts Guild to learn more about the 
search process. The Board is looking to have interested community members involved in 
the search process. If you are interested in volunteering to be a part of the search process or 
have questions or concerns about the process, please contact Lorang at 
board@northfieldartsguild.org.  

 



This activity is made possible by the voter of Minnesota through a Minnesota 
State Arts Board Operating Support grant, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 

 
 
 

304 Division Street South, Northfield, MN 55057  |  507-645-8877 | NorthfieldArtsGuild.org 


