
CITY OF NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA 
 CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2018-098 
RECOGNIZING THE SECOND MONDAY OF OCTOBER AS INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY 
  

WHEREAS,  the City of Northfield was established in 1856, after Indigenous 
Dakota and Ojibwe Peoples of the region were forcibly removed 
from the lands upon which they had lived since time immemorial; 
and 

  
WHEREAS,  the United States federal government, the State of Minnesota, and 

the City of Northfield recognize Columbus Day on the second 
Monday of October, in accordance with the federal holiday 
established in 1937. 

  
WHEREAS,  the idea of Indigenous Peoples Day was first proposed in 1977 by a 

delegation of    Native nations to the United Nations sponsored 
International Conference on Discrimination Against Indigenous 
Populations in the Americas; and 

  
WHEREAS,  in 1990 representatives from 120 Indigenous nations at the First 

Continental Conference on 500 Years of Indian Resistance 
unanimously passed a resolution to transform Columbus Day into an 
occasion to strengthen the process of continental unity and struggle 
towards liberation, and thereby use the occasion to reveal a more 
accurate historical record. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THAT: 
  
1.      The City Council that the City of Northfield shall recognize Indigenous Peoples Day in 
addition to Columbus Day on the second Monday in October annually hereafter. 
  
2.      The City of Northfield encourages businesses, organizations and public entities to 
recognize Indigenous Peoples Day on the second Monday of October, and “seek to promote 
practices and policies that honor the state's Indigenous roots, history, and contributions and 
reflect the experiences of Indigenous Peoples to insure greater access and opportunity”. 
(Governor Dayton's Indigenous Peoples Day Proclamation, October 2016). 
  
3.      That Indigenous Peoples Day shall be used to reflect upon the history of how Indigenous 
Peoples have been treated over time, to celebrate the contributions to the thought and culture of 
the region made by Dakota, Ojibwe, and other Indigenous nations, and to consider the ongoing 
struggles and sacrifices of Indigenous people on this land. 
  
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Northfield on this 2nd day of October 2018. 



  
ATTEST 
  
  
______________________________ ____________________________ 
City Clerk Mayor  
   
  
VOTE: ___   POWNELL    ___ COLBY   ___ DELONG   ___   NAKASIAN 
___ NESS ___   PETERSON WHITE ___   ZWEIFEL 
 


